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Results

Materials

Background
Real News, Fake News, or Propaganda?

● The main effect of Political Affiliation was not significant, F(1, 41)
= 0.01, p = .918, partial η2 = .00

● Rise in popularity of the term “fake news” during the 2016 US
Presidential election

● The main effect of News Source was not significant, F(2, 41) =
2.24, p = .121, partial η2 = .11

● Advances in technology made the release and consumption of
information more accessible

● There was no significant News Source x Political Affiliation
interaction, F(2, 41) = 1.22, p = .306, partial η2 = .062

● The overwhelming amount of information made it difficult to
distinguish fact from fiction (Michael and Breaux, 2021)

● The Two-Way ANOVA found no significant difference in the
means and no interactions between News Source and Political
Affiliation

Political Partisanship and News

● Results failed to support the hypothesis

● Members of the Republican party more likely to believe news
presented from FOX News than any other news source

Discussion

● Strong association between what news the public consumed and
what they trusted

● While there were statistically no significant data, the trends of the
graph seem to provide patterns of what was hypothesized. Even
though it can not be concluded that the graph supported the
hypothesis.

● Most trusted information on COVID-19 came from the US
government (Ali et al., 2020)

Fox News Source

Hypotheses

Figure 1.

No News Source

CNN Source

Participant believability ratings of article (1 = Not Accurate, 5 = Very Accurate)

● There was not enough evidence to suggest that Political Affiliation
and New Source influences one’s opinion about COVID-19. If there
were more participants, it is possible that results would have been
significant.
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Participants who read news from a source that aligns with their political
affiliation are more likely to believe the information stated in that article.

Limitations
5

● Number of participants

Method
Participants
• 42 participants aged 18-25
• Convenience sampled from Longwood University students in psychology
courses
• Participants signed up for the study through Sona Systems and received
extra credit as compensation

Believability Ratings

● Shifts in current events after the article was published
4

● Diversity of sample
● Low generalizability
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Future Research Suggestions
2

● Use a more up-to-date article
● Measure and compare responses between different demographics (age,

Procedures

1

• Participants randomly assigned to read the same exact article credited to one
of three news sources: Fox, CNN, or No News Source

educational level)

Procedure

● Political versus non-political subject matters

0

• Rated the accuracy of the information presented on a five-point scale
• Rated themselves as Liberal or Conservative, as well as what political party
they had registered with in the most recent election
• Answered a set of demographic questions

Fox News

CNN

No News Source

News Source
Liberal

Conservative

Note. Political affiliation and news source had no significant effects on believability ratings of the articles. There
was no significant interaction between the independent variables.
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